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This article reexamines the British Academic Written English Corpus (BAWE) as a resource for
investigating university assignments and supporting corpus-based writing education. Drawing on corpus
documentation and five studies, it reviews BAWE’s compilation, stratified sampling, analytical units,
genre classification, metadata, versions, research applications, and pedagogical potential. BAWE contains
2,761 assignments and 6,506,995 words produced in the early 2000s by undergraduate and taught
master’s students at several British universities. The review shows that university writing extends well
beyond essays to thirteen genre families and that disciplinary and genre differences may outweigh level-
related variation. Research using BAWE indicates that advanced writing may rely more on complex noun
phrases than subordinate clauses, that lexical bundles reveal disciplinary relationships, and that
successful writers with different first-language backgrounds use cohesive resources in varied ways.
Strengths include authentic assessed writing and rich contextual metadata. However, differences among
assignments, independent texts, genre units, and corpus versions complicate replication. Selection of
higher-rated work, uneven subgroup sizes, and limited temporal and institutional coverage constrain
generalization. Three AntConc activities are proposed: comparing first-person expressions across genres,
contrasting BAWE with MICUSP, and developing discipline-specific writing guides. BAWE remains
valuable when findings are interpreted within genre, discipline, level, and assessment contexts.

Keywords: British Academic Written English Corpus (BAWE), University Student Writing, Academic
Writing Genres, AntConc, Data-Driven Learning

f’if—‘ﬂ e F27] WS 23Eet 2 HE AT =7oly =i BH O E Ao} o]Rojx g} Lt
SR A AMAY gAgo] Adshe 7 Al A AR gt SE Al M2 A AlS BilEt7]
flaf 2 she = 431—‘1 E2H 2 7t ol bk o] A= A = e X HA4Q1 HF JLQJOMI A} 2]
Al A sEI HEY TS A5 3 Solh webA tighgolAl B d she S27]F olsfist#H
AE7te] 208 0}‘—13} AA wHgo| A AEE L F7HE el 22 A AT Z vt Utk
British Academic Written English Corpus(°]sl, ‘BAWE’)+«= ©|2|st @ Qof uja} g= s o] A+t
W= A 25kl HE woA £ e 2 BAE £t 53 g o] ZrAo|tHCoventry
University, 2025). BAWEE 9= ZAAL2] A9 €8] 9] 2]l "o} University of Warwick, University of
Reading¥} Oxford Brookes University’} 3522 FE3stglon, Z3o] RE3 Bols HAstr] 95|
T 2AE npx|2t Ao Coventry University2] A& %= ZgHsgct 1A £32 2004E5E 2007E7HA]
O|ZR I, 5 5= F2 2000t ZHo) Z/J =] AtHAlsop & Nesi, 2009; Nesi, 2008). BAWES] 4]
T2 A 2,761 7} 6,506,995 Tojolw, SR 18HARE AT MALHG7EA] 47 o] &2 3570 T
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P2t HAE 561 ok e 23 4ol

BAWEOA] @5l= 32 Q0 Z247)°, = proficient writinge EFSHE YJoJAHolA H2 H42 b
Abgro] 2/g %t 2olu Adojd 2 77t gle 22 nlshAl et ol 9= thete] Aot wapFojA A= A
A 7h2Hl 6074 o] ot g A -F, A F= B ek P 9] U 7|EE Sl S5 Aoz dAgd
7F)ZIth 7| A &7 4d-2 GREARI o] 5ol tish A& wheho] ofu 2}, IhA| 2] E2& o 5] of g5kl &
AN, =5 HAL A 28 A2 BES A3 oz AR A ol T e o] 24 yrto|ot. wteb BAWES
Y5 BHAQ Gof =& tEste ZrAp7| Bk, A S 3542 F7F Bl A FostAU 45
BHE QAR Y THA & £33 ZH AR o] sffslof ghok(Nesi, 2008).

BAWEE ¥ o7l tfghio] i o] AxAz 14ste A= AAstA] gtk Joi& Al1do = AREshe
o] thg o] FA|TH 1 Hho] Al1ddo] ui S Ad sHYo] A= ZFE o] QUok A A 7S MY
Z4lolut ®oj7} ofe} 3AI7F -3-0] 7L 7|2 TSI BAWEE 75 SALE 53 WP
At Zoaet PR £5H BE F42 BUAog uefop & o2 AAShe AHAE oft
B 22719] §4 JA ZE, HF, T 53 A 27 QbollA] sAlsfiof gtk 2110] £4-2 BAWES]
5 w3 B2y A, A5 A, FE2 BF 2 vetdolel & HESHY, tiEAQ AT AlElE Sl o] ZH AL
e 0S4 &8 7t g 1FsHe o Ak ob2e] HA HAE G2 B oelo] Afo], fEY 2t 74, B4
Aol Uutsl ¥ Qje} o] g 2712 Al H 1, AntConc(Anthony, 2026)5 &-&3t A-0-8 &5 AQkstaat
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2. British Academic Written English (BAWE)
2.1. BAWE 2| 141 B AA|

Nesi, Sharpling®} Ganobcsik-Williams(2004)0] w2, BAWES] 2o kA 20010 ZAJE ofH]
FF Aofl= 707 ] dgo] A&t TpA| 4995 o] ZFHE| QU Dy AP 0 & Al gk Ak g = R/ AN A D T}
SHE 181 FpAJof| HFE A, AFA TS 9 9] &9 70 A s A o2 B E5Qir) o] A2 APdA Rl
g o 2 33 5he] 50| #3do] AAAHA FREA] ethe FE Ho FIU0h £ TEAEoX=
ol2]st FA|E B esl7| sl vl 7 ShE Bokata} vl 7 & 52 23St 4x4 F3 2 A &olqit. 24 21
Zrol| vl%t 4o T|AE EIbotal, EY A wHEo] A AEE AUAA AHstA| s AE
A5kt IA7F 2 SHRER] gk RokollAl= AMH]E =olal, 7} tiEtollA 25 E £J5k= WAlo
BE5E 992 HebslthAlsop & Nesi, 2009).

olgjst B A= FAl F7 tgolA] AA = PiE 9] S vlEH o= & st7| 2ot sHE Fofet 3
2 HIT 4 Ye B 7S 49 Aol upeba BAWES] Fop IHA| 427} H| sl AR S =
tfstoll A Y] 2ok o] AA|Z H|s o2 AYLE U= oJu|2 fAsA = ¢F Hrt B FoAl]
TEE oiYet By 54, 2y A=, Fo] F7]e 2opd Bk AXE 7 nesto] wdslof dtth(ung &
Wharton, 2012). 24 2tg50j|A ol&/QQ&2sk2 7057 ZHA|et 1,714,118 ©Ho], Agatsh2 68370 A<t
1,412,391 ©of, S| 7Fsh2 5967 2HA| 2} 1,381,356 THol, AF] sk 77771 THA| 2} 1,999,130 THol = /d E T,
st 2 Z = Level 10] 8077H, Level 27} 76771, Level 3°] 59171, Level 47} 5877]0]H, & A R7} gle
A = 97l ZFE] o] ST}, Level 4+ HrAztA o] ofue}t =03 AAtatAof| s st

BAWEE 5YsH g4Z ofg] aff 43 T IH A7} oflrt. 8¢] 58 5 A= 02 4 o]
23t TpA| 2 /g F ot whebA] Level 13} Level 42] x}o] & F 5HJ o] A|7to] AU A ¥ 3ot A a2 5l A 5l A]
QF Hrt. 8h}] fFol W Aol = Mg, A2, gAY A L I 27 9] T} A HESNoF st

S
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2.2. BtA|[HIAE [F=2 24 the|et HEHT|o[H

Heuboeck, Holmes2} Nesi(2010)°]] 2]5}H, BAWES] 7|2 4% &Q]+&= shAjo] g ¥ 9]
A o|T}, T} shute] IHA| Qo Ay Bt JZEA Y A2 o2 542
o83t 5 A= 7t S B = st AT A2 EA oA = E o9 HIAE
2,0 & EYEHAE L9 42 BN o= A2 AX|6HA] &2 4 Atk FAF R P b A o 2 B
2= A 2,761} 6,506,995 THojo|tt. HHH 53] HIAE 2= 25 A2 A[HT} 28 7|Fo) a2t 2,896
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L2897 o2 RuEgiet F2 7 EXH 0| AL 2,8597] 00, Gardners} Nesi(2013)= 2,8587] | AEE
A% 1A, Gardner, Nesi®t Biber(2019)+ wlett]o] 8] 27& F53h= 2,76071 THA| S AHE-53I T
o2&t zpol= B4 22| 7F REEA] ZARE| itk 5o ofuet A Tl et 3} 7| Fol M2 IRtaS Ho Fr
AFA = A E stuhe] A& 2 F7H G2 BAREA], 5 A E S HAER Ze3=A, 2 H R A=
A0 XA, 45 HgHolEE AAR=AE FAHoR Beof it AWA FEE ATOR
AAsh7| et 24 ©helo] A ojet Sl Ealsjof 2 /g SR 4= o) HH, BAWE 302 T4 2| A2l
ARFEE TS 2R g3 AR AEEY ARRIA BAI A F2E 2Alcte] AEE 139 FELCR
oA Th A2 oll= ARl A, v, A A, 34 2227, oflAlol, g A, AT, 7 2AL HHE
8 B AAFY 2], 241 2hA), AQkA] 2 3 B 4] 7} ZEHE cHGardner & Nesi, 2013; Nesi & Gardner,
2012).
BAWE 3192 Extensible Markup Language(°|5}, XML) @4 o2 B &35te o] Qlct XML-2 4| 223
T Aol TR i B Y B E Bl L2 Esto] ARFE7FA D 4= A oh= 4] B Aol 2wk o XML sl ol =
ol gt &, A8 AlI7], watE, s 2ok, AR A3, A2, 43 9 1A 2ol Zrof g shg 429k 2
}_ (o]

M A/

B

wletelo €7} 712 o] 9ou], XML HlAEe]: shyo] A4eH A4 74| B2 o] 425 o] gtk shgol Algof
SO A, 24 A, A1900) B 32 S5 S Y 5 MAPEE AL A AET 4 YES Hesof
ZPE olel@ T2 BEHA 54 Y 9|, 1T, P2 T oY wiAol FotE AR AEsto] 5]
4 itk oheh BE welelol e @5o] BE vl @S 1S H 2L oDz, ste) Wk
M2 gl Aot WRE w4, A7}, B2 48 WA Felsjor Ak,

2.3 WD X2 YA B2 24 £

BAWE+ Oxford Text Archive(°]s}, ‘OTA)S] XML%, U&F ElAEw BAWE Plus®] PDF #t& 2 22}l
A EHY ZA% 5 ofe Aoz A3 Erh BAWE Pluse A BAWE Z¥ 0] HAES 715 shite] g
Ao Aet7| B} 21417] G tiske] sk Fojg thbH o= Aely] flal Y uisturt Bikshs il 28
Adgtolct. of7]oli= BAWE ZT A 24|, 3pA|o] e A4 25 &R1T 4 9l PDF 3¢, 20010l 754 <F
1007+ tho] 715.0] BAWE ofld] F A, o] 37} m7te] Wt 7|2 @ Warwick English Language Test2] 94
AR Gk 2k 5 7F 23T ol2ig AR § E-8-5HH A THA|e] /oA EA S A1 43, A W7F T 9 o
58 F7t Ak 5ot AZdste] EA4E 4= Qlth(University of Warwick, 2025).

XML#oll = 32 ZX| o IAE wefd|o]E]7} B2 o] 1, Ut @l AET-2 AntConc®} 22 X2 1 5H0]A]
222 AAs7]ol 2|5ttt BAWE Plus| PDF 2F&&= ) ysHe R4 9] vl A], &, 55 9 A2 7442 ERlst=
o] f-8stch 2ekQl mhgutoll = S3iEo) wet EZ8}, FAF A 17 B4 JEIL 27tE 0] S 4 Utk ol
T2 5U3H BAWEOA] SWsHA|TE HEdhe HHet EZ 47F 2] Yt} Uyt gl AET oA XML 3t <]
| eld|o] E)o} AEA o] A|ZHA 2] 7} -2H 4= 9lr}h PDF #A]& Qo] ¥l & BAof Algal el A E nat £s)
B 992 7H58l7] offoh 2kl upgue] BEE 4 oAl 4] 7Rl 6,506,995 Tojet ohE 4 glck
AntConcellA] BAWEE #AlstH ARESH T2, ot 4, EF =0} B1}] 5 WA 7|FsfoF stk XML &,
FuEY, #/0" #52], 4] 9 URL i 2249S A4 di/doll 23 =A = vrejof sttt gyt 5| AE nhgt
Eolew A2, At sy 50| Ao 2 FAIHA] E2 4 Qo8 BAWE HetdolE] updat 7 HAE
Y-S AFste] 5k IHAE A5 oF St

2.4.BAWE £ &8¢t iE A3

Gardner?} Nesi(2013)= BAWES] A A sHA 7}HA|| 2,85871 5 EA15lo] thst 7t 2227]9] 137 2
ARkttt 712 TpA| Aol ul o] A hof| gk o] E6}2] A, HA| HAE O] L2 YT wlo] ¥
g3} 2k g0l A IS WS HAS TSIt A4 Ak, tighe] 7t Z247]= olAlololl dHF | A] ket
AR 24, A3 58, A7 AR 2|, 584 2 9 A2 275ke IS FERE A A%l ol=
=2£7] W5o] LRHA QI ofjAjo] L2 of et 3 THA| o] A Q1 AFS A FA 3} AN WAlS thRoof
A|AFett}. Gardner, Nesi®t Biber(2019)= BAWE 4] 2,760 & thd O 2 thxbel 245 A Alsto] 8H
2 2 g} =50 2k 150719] o] Fj et 1 Sl vl = Y= Hl stk IH 1] Ao A= 2t
2op7t ¥lolo] A RS A, &} 5o AE 2 A or ottt thE oAM= FE &
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Staples, Egbert, Biber®} Gray(2016)+= BAWEC||A] oi& #1022 K
$E, e 2oF 2 F2o i EXF EES AT AdEos
PAAFE E-83 7+ &9 H8/do] S71eh b, A7 4 J9 5842 4
AEo Z2o] et SRtk o= F45d0] Bl #780] 445 A d
Ae e 227)0Me HJEE AR Sl Sl 4SSt
Durrant(2017):= BAWES] UFebd ] o] o} 3] 52 BAlske] M3
2OoFe} QIE/AFE] FoF Abolojl= vl A & Xpo| 7k Lk AL, AT e
A A& Btk 22 AF QoA 34 7 2ol 7h A%

o] FAIZ FESH7| He), A2 AstAY AR A4S Ad dEA = ST :

Nesi®t Moreton(2012)> 9oiS A1loj2 Bt Wxko] et 1 vhe] A19lo] viE S 2 Pzt
Aol 742 T AKshell noun)o] AH&-2S B|wWsIth 2 WA= fact, problem, method ¥ resultx] 3
oA Zelshd oJn|7h vlw A Ak o] x|, grojut FHofl AIAE £33 &2 stuhe] /dez qofsta
B3 2HALS T3ttt o 2 S0 The sample was too small. This problem affected the resultsell A this
problem> &t £30] Y-&2 ‘FAPR QoA £ 242 AZ%th o2t 75 wiZel AE Yas v 1
ojn] BAE FHste HAE A& FAQ Ao, s &S A, #4, 99, 23 o= Hrlsle He
FHoRE 75tttk 24 A3, o o]Q9] A1dof HYto] o]2Et PALE LHEA AA| AMERITtE S A=

H YAt 2518 siig AdolA o 2 H=E BEAAT ol= A7t E4 i &okel ¢
Wo] 223 A 4 AUtk ol TEE Hol] & A1doly Fof 5| JFez dYsiA Fu F=E, HF
L] ES 5
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2 5H] &2 A SA|S) o gtk M8 Bo] Zo}

o|Ato] AFE ZgsHH BAWES] 4] 7hx|&= A Qlojo] MA RI=ZS AAI5H= o YA Lt FRS
HElE|o]E] & o] 835}0] oA EAS A2, WY, 5t 3, A L "xto] o] v A3 AZE 4= k= Ho
Atk EAlof oj= 29lo] 7}g Q3= BASH= Qo] EAy} A AR uat gt 4 gloeug dhto
Holnko 2 SHA F2x7] 9] 2fo] & Ty st 212 de 4 U
2.5. BAWE 9| & 7} X|2t ol M Ato| SHA|

BAWE: A A| wi}2of A&E o] Hg wdojA H7Pe dA|E £E3HE HojlA =2 AejE] e =S
Ak &2 Al o Alo|ut A a7} @ 73 B4 A 7} o g sHAj o] AlA| W7} AdEol| A 2H 5 FE Ala-stt
SHE Hof 3] 42, A2, AT} s e] Ao v Aol et HiEtdol g7} EReIH, AZA oz FHrieE dad
Z27]9] #&58 g5 of Zgsith 22U BAWES] = 6074 o]4te] ThAwh EgHE] o] Qlo] W A2 o] whA,
23, 7 HH I welo] wjuwl e AR5 Y] ofHoh A o B A|EH A8 E 23 HoR Hesiglong

=

Q3 ojst Al AAE AR 2o e uEHoR tESIE gtk AR F2TL 35~4070
2u}ste] oH2 Hofet ko] £274A] A5t Eo| oj$ Aol 4 Itk BAWEE 20004th & Fe) A
thetoll A £ BB 22e] Latel Wk Y AL TS D skt el 227 B WA gt
BpAahg o] 23} shelie R 8 9 4oy AATYS] WAk TAlo] 24 ok webd B4 AnkE A
93 o3} M, e F7he] ofet F247], 8h4 oL} 59)i= 2.0 2 Sl Al o Btk BAWECIA 57 Eo]
A}z ehdthe A L A o] A9 A9l A0 R sAsh AR o7t gk &2 MEE F2rt e e
Azt 84 1Ze) Ugol, I AAE, A8 By E a4 Bate] wrEo H£Y 4 k. YNER okg}
A5reh wlE, whel W), WApE Bxet AR 2ol b PEshy, Tu A BEE Ay AgAor A
FHe TEso} gt

BN,
rlo
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BAWEZ®} Michigan Corpus of Upper-level Student Papers(MICUSP)E H]| wls}o] =3t 0| =-2] /34?1 thg]
o] Uehet Bl 5-02 A2 BRE SAT 4 Utk F Tu o)A h5d 3 SAR B, 2ot B
FE= Ak, Al o] Z53F KWIC 292 2A sl of gttt ' E 2ol = 941 el d = 619) ZuA0] Xfol2
P43, 27} Aol FHs e A shed] shRe AlAlsHE o) Hiek i,

A WA 5 oA S A} ARl ©] AE T 2ol AR AFE 74 8 Z47] QUM S BHE 4 ek 5
W33 2o ABE iy ZH AR AASl D, BAWE 84 i 0HE 42e) 59 428 BE THAR AFEsIo]
a4 ol} 3~5H0] of$] B.5-8 23T}, o] % KWICS} Plotg o] &5to] ojn], 2¥d A3, ws} 75 9l mhelu
SEE BA5HI, ofe) B0 D2A| Jehd BHE FHOE 08 AEE PHT 4 Utk ZE BEAL ASH
BAWE BHE, 3}9] A 74 7]2, 542 4, B2 4, 444, B 0297} 91§20 X ol 2, H7het whe] 8l whel
M9IE 7130} B, YR WAL AR 9 ol § £7lo] B 8He WlolA e gelgt WA An

Al At &2l = o 2| = HarE Qi

w
|k}

=

21= BAWES] 15 v 3t 23

M7, A2 99, B2 B, vletdlolelot ey E4L AESL, gE
A7-2 5ol B4, LEH BE 7H5A S AT RITH BAWES 9 thake] 33 9l 419 AAlahd shao) Al
WA AZ3te] HBHOE W WS £WWHs oA F28 7S Ak 58] ouolof
)7 ope cheket Th| 2o} AT, 22, A4, 21o] ujzol wat veteo e & jshy st 22479 BEH 9l
WOl BAT 4 ol ek thE ATES sHY 22710 Apol} 8] 42O Al gon], e} oty
Ropr} 328 4GS U] UTH: AL Hol ZQth MR 8te Z27]ol AL de] 4rrh PATe AHATE
o83 X YFo| LY 4 YL, WEHL ofF TS AT 1 KA HolE Sefd 4 9k T3 Fof
ol9)o] A|1210] BiA S A1 sHAe] BB A 22 UBHOR Aol WA nl4 22 P ofitke

A= gelE gl

BAWES 2170] AL 8 tol = 34, 53 ElAE Bl g2 B4 99l8 Tuslof o
Arge] 747k gebd 4 glone ALes HE, XA 9l 7)Z, viettlolE) A2zt
FAA 2 B msfof ik, 2w Ao 2} Lrehd RS HTA 22479 Aelolut 2

o 3hA] THAS HlToha, AA Y AL ES A5 3 2, BA B4, 918 B U WA YA 2do)

WEA SHO|A BAWEE F44Ql & 227] 2& AA Ay A9 dojet AZT 4 Q&= =Fsolth
AntConcE o] 83 A24 114 & 24, BAWESF MICUSPS] v & M- Z247] QrjA] 7k sh5217}
R, Bxol Fuls F3toto] woel e & St} o]2|h HojlA] BAWEE A-54Ql tigh A9 dojd EAS
7)edte ZHAY B ol 2ot Mol Wist st 2247] aS3 A 7 s A A B4 S A Yske AT
4 W& 2o 2 Hyrsk 4 Qlrk
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