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Jung, C. K. (2026). Revisiting the Brown Corpus: Compilation principles, comparative research, and
AntConc-based pedagogy. Asia Pacific Journal of Corpus Research, 7(1), 1-5.

This article reexamines the Brown Corpus as a landmark resource in corpus linguistics and a practical
basis for comparative research and data-driven language education. Drawing on the official corpus
manual, publications, and the Brown family of comparable corpora, it reviews the corpus’s compilation
principles, sampling frame, genre composition, versions, annotation, and technological production. It also
synthesizes five representative studies of sentence complexity, modal change, genitive alternation,
relative clause variation, and word-frequency norms. The review shows that the corpus’s enduring value
lies less in its one-million-word size than in its transparent sampling design and replicability across
regional and diachronic corpora, including LOB, Frown, FLOB, and AmEQ6. At the same time, its 1961
publication date, restriction to edited prose, unequal genre sizes, excerpt-based structure, and version-
dependent tokenization limit generalization and require documentation of analytical conditions. Three
AntConc activities are consequently proposed to connect corpus design with hands-on inquiry: analyzing
the meanings and genre distribution of must, comparing American and British English through Brown
and LOB keywords, and distinguishing the near-synonyms begin and start. The article argues that Brown
remains valuable when treated not as a model of present-day English, but as a controlled historical
benchmark for reproducible comparison and corpus literacy.

Keywords: Brown Corpus, Brown Family Corpora, Comparative Corpus Linguistics, AntConc, Data-
Driven Learning

1. M8

Fo A Adojstol| A FH A 7hx]= Tes] AR FREITe 2 AHER| k=) ofd Qo] ARE ofwgh
71Eoz AAstleAl, 21 2ol drty £ SN E o] A=A, FLAY FARE 20z F5HE O E
FoAetH| WS 4 Q=R 7F W A0 eh&4] &8 7Hs/d 2 293ttt o] 23k ¥3 ol A Brown Corpus+= &t 9]
Ol | Aok H|WSHH 2 7F 2H0 2E8 o] A|7| = Q= YA, T A L5 v 0 Ao PHEA EUE
st F o5k AL 2 HIHsE 4= ITi(#E E S5, F A, 2012). Brown Corpus?] &4 32 A Standard Corpus
of Present-Day Edited American English, for Use with Digital Computers®]tH(Francis & Kucera, 1961).
W. Nelson Francis®} Henry Kucera’} Brown Universityoll A #3512, 1961 njZojA 22 EoE
HY AL M A o2 BT HA| A2 157] 2, 5007) HE, TAIH 02 1,014,31272] Go] EHo =
T4 =)o Qlth(Francis & Kucera, 1979). o] 7]ol|A] ‘Standard’ = Z&Aof £2 5 o7t FH oz mHzQl
gojehe 2o oflth ofg] A7t BUS AEet U S ARESte] B4 ARE A F 4 &= npgh
#2F2H 35 AR Ehs 9fn]of 7P T A, 2026).

Brown Corpust &3] #§ IHAZ BFEHA|T, 157) F271 L3 Bz 49 A2 ofyt. o
FoAY] #FH /42 FAl oA SHE o] 72 AHES YAA A B & Qtoll ZF6k3lth= 2ol Al o] sfisliof
shoh. o34 9] Hel = 196199 ml=r gof A|7}F of e, :LOH oo A A& SuE |y Ao g Y HTh
u}2}A Brown CorpusE o Hl= FJojo] HREAQl B&E Hoj = AR R ARSI U, 24 ATHE FLojet
YA ool 7kA] Eehisto] 8H"q St= A2 A-&sHA] gt I3 o= Brown Corpus+ £ 7|&3 2k& 74J°]
A o2 AAMSHA 7125 o] 141, Lancaster-Oslo/Bergen Corpus (°]35}, ‘LOB’), Freiburg-Brown Corpus
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of American English (|3}, ‘Frown’), Freiburg-LOB Corpus of British English (FLOB), American English
2006 Corpus (°]3h, ‘AmE06’) 5 AR £F] S5 AHES $4 AH A9 52 o] Fths HollM T3t n| S
Adr}, ol 2jgt u i T AL 4R O] A7)t x| 7heT] shike] Mol EASIHA v Jojot J Gojel ol
e Altiol thE Foiof ks AT 4 A RITHHE S, A, AAE, 2018).

2319 242 Brown Corpus®] 7% A2ef A48 748 HESL, o] ZuAst Az AolA 0%
850 gh=AE tEZQ AT AHE S8l A E = gl ) ob22] Brown Corpus®] -3 HA|, 4
ZArte] ddtst ¥eol W wEY 3po]S ZHESEY, AntConc(Anthony, 2026)5 &89t A3 4 w8 EF5S
A|QFetarz} gtk o] 5 913l Brown Corpus®] &4 w3} ¥ 23S AEst, 4 /44, &1 ¥is 78
A8, A o] 9 Tl Mg FES T T T AT-E ohE Akl 2 A esict. ol @i 2 =5 55 Brown
Corpus’} AR ApZof| MF2X] 41, H]u 7hset A Aol A5 T4 gojusol ot 7Hx|E
A=A & Al-5-staat gt

2. Brown Corpus

2.1. Brown Corpus 2| 711t X2 1M

Brown Corpus= & H 2] AHE 37479} 2] AHR 126702 913 5007 R o2 A E T A H 2 AHRo)=
A B, AP} =1, vl A, S, 7|e-Ad-FH0], tiE 2, A7)e 31 s, A 2 de 23 50
ZIHE T A AbRoll= YR AA El"’H WA, AN, Aojad 9§77 ZHE T JH A AR
A TEO| 74.8%, /A AHREL 2 S.Z%—E— 2}A skt Kucera2t Francis(1967)01 2J5HH, A& A2 M 2719
oty 7229 53E Aetohs WA 0 &2 o] Fol Rtk HA HE7FEo| HEE B2 45 A¢hstal, A"ol o5
St H= vl 2SS }'“dé}‘;’if)r o|% 7} F=oj| A AA SuE1 I Al A S T4 = AT 7
HEE2Z A= 2,000015 7 H A3 Uetd= 84 SZ2H-NA U, BE2Y H+ Zol= oF 2,02800|t}.
oj2fgt HFAl2 A3t & Qo] thefet =5 Z ot ol Sy olA|Rt, S A9 MA HI 12 E
A 5t7] o= gHAI7} At

75 Y2 FAI AFE e Atg A2 S e vtk 922 80%€ IBM HA|7HE0] H &l o,
7tEQ] 19 R B 70974 = HIAE, 728 5 E 8071 = B2} 3o Al A H 7} 7| 2 &) 4t o]l A,
TEREY SeEAe ¥ ROE ARESte] Addsidith I Y Ao Mz BT of=

23R AR 0 A Bof QT ezl Mt @ = zlg o] AR Z HZEFHY tH(Francis & Kudera, 1979). o] =
FoA PN LA FAEY HHAL] N HAE oABA s oF sh=A] o = 27| Algolth
Brown Corpusolli= &4] 52 o] uje} 7ha-5 of2] o] AT Form A+ 54 £330 A4 YR E HES
o]l 7ML, Form B= 24729 54 73 thiE2 A|7% F2olH, Form C= 2 @ojof| FAE Fofet
FAL Aot} v 2 7] ¢} whEof| wEt RS, ST, FAMEI, ot E B B X ®Ao] gk 4
°“jr w2hA AAH= Brown CorpusE AME 3 TH= AMI T VS Zlo] ofug), Zkg o) M x], T, ot 4~ EF
4, BAEFA o B gl Mg 2702 A4 02 A|Alsfof gt

2.2. Brown Corpus € &8%t HA1e st=X Hut

Brown Corpus®] 8h&4] 7kx|= o] RIE=z | A/dojnt SHg &) 2] &=t}. Kucera(1980)= A A=
o|-&sto] T4 Aot A x| BAIE FASIITE FHEA A9 o 24 Aole A AR A AR,
E'”E”\i%-?z v 24 4olg ztojof| H] 7 23& ZHE A Q—E
ot 2o 2 s = ot 5, 4 S BAS g Ao 4, *15—?2 PARO] Aol Bl YR W 5
3;771] aHsfoF stth= H-& Eo| ZFth Leech(2004)+ Brown¥t Frown, LOB2t FLOBZ H|ul5}o] ol,“e!
M2 5Ae] Heks A5 nl= Jof AFRolA HEEAR] HA| ’l== oF 30'd Atojof] ZrAastAA|T 7iE

25| HgkE2 M2 thE2 W With can2 A MY 2| Q1 ’EH, may, must, shall2 2 202 745131t
o= stute] ¥ H 3ol £33 FEE U L= WSketA] o, §4 £5A] 247t have to, need to, be
going to°t 22 734 3 o] Z7tet wid 4= QS AlAKEHL

Hinrichs®} Szmrecsanyi(2007)= Brown Al ¥ T A 0] Al R B &9} ALY & 0] &5}0] s-A-§-2 3} of -7 2]

AElZ BASHITh A A, 2727 AFE Y off s-4f-740] dEld 7HsAdo] %A, AF/AF 7 Aol

3
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of &= Zo] otyzh, A=A, +4
‘dw2] Zol, H & vix| 8l F=7} oA Aot FEA AEolghs & Eo] . Hinrichs, Szmrecsanyiet
Bohmann(2015)2 FA& APALS 7 AT dAES ZA6to] 196178 1991/1992@ Afolo]
£ AESS Rl o] Ayt &9 Hert
F2 T2 Aees 2ol Eoh A0l AT
YALANM AR BE whichs EH2 272 2 2s7| Hot 294 73 574 w3 w2 Wi F-E3loF
o ZdeydS A7
Brysbaerte New(2009)+= Brown Corpus©llA] 4= Kucera-Francis &% ©o] Hl&= 2F57} Tof QI
HFSAIZEE Aot 2 ol Set=A] eIt 1 Ay, gkt deHd Aol A AbEE RlErE F AR o
Fu a0 = Ho) Tho] /I AIZHE o & oS5t A= YEstth =9t Tt SR ET §F Thof7} Aoy
et 2ol Exs=A1E UEtlle 29 thdidol B b A2 I ol Aoz F2%
T AL M BE A5 FA0 7P ATt A2 ofUm, A Ao A2 AT AE AR te WAE
Aoz gsjof gtths A2 Hol Ett 0449 S FekshH Brown Corpus®] 34291 sh=4] 712 oF
1007t Tojete R HET 23 dA o] Brg/d st <& Fu o) Tk A 7hs/dl 3tk Brown A€ IH A=
SLAU FARRE B 52 A 8o =M A2 /42 SAIR AN vlaet At vl E 75l sklth ol
o 2o A P = 2po|7h AA| o] HololA H|ZH ZRAA|, of ™ 25 442 afojoflA HIZH ZJAE
O5 ASsHA Jad 4= A S

(¢]

2.3. &2 J1X|e} sl Ato] BHA|

Brown Corpust E3 Zxtet 70 F29] X7t AGAlsHA 715 o] ke oA =

0
-
2

2 20| FUstA 7] whEel = 2 YR EE T2 v wshAfE o =, 118} W=t
| oF Shet. B3 ©F 2,000 Tol o] W Eo 2 /g Eof glof et F419f =5 A7, 3HAl o] 5,
£ 5 BASh: Hlolle Alofol k. ARl Tojuf E2 29 F2E AFshr|oe A
4= St} w2ba| Brown CorpusollA] st Aat= 7|24 0= 1961 vl=ollA] 25
o & HAato] sjAsfjof et of2 oAt viwd wfol = BY A7), 2 P4, TE,
t-&steAE WA Elsfof gk o2 e 271 HESHA] efod F2 xfol & Al #istz
s stAY Aks 22| 2] 2to & Ao ’o| 2 i e 7HsAd ol Sl

oo 5o
X rroa
o =
Hrt o

ol

e}

H—l
o

o

- o
E5H 2 FE7} BEH o] 9lo] 53 o3It 24 W o] o] F50) Zol AFH LA BAT 4 ek vl 4w
A FATS W BEY 4 A7) 2ol it ofd] AAlol A B4 e B sRlo) BA o R A7 elS
SRR AT 4= ULk oF 1009 Holo] FRi Azt AA A0 A7 FEstD 2E FAY g}
ol2E Fshlo] uwA Atk w84 AYE Ak WA Brown Corpust 19611d0] Z3He HY
MBS ZHD 2 9590 U3 ol S 23 Ul EsHA| Qhth AeiAe] g thg, ol 2, SNS 2 2etel Folx
b
A
33

ox,

e
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o
-

2.4. AntConc E & 8%t uSH Mg

Brown Corpust AntConcE A2hsttt. A WA sollA= muste] &8E HHEA
ARETF A AR o R RS, 7F 885 o R/E e, 22/ A W Ve ouj2 B3 4 qlth KWIC,
Plot, File View®} CollocateS S| AFE5HH must2] 9jn] 715, Flut2 = A A 2y BRx s BAsH 4 Qi)
= ) F5o)AE Browne 9 THAR, LOBE IR FH AR AAsto] 19614 0]Z Foje} J= HJojo
o) & v e 4= Qleh Al o] HEoA 1LFYALeE B AP 9] JFFS WA ERlstal, st Hle, 219k
9 g37]5 @A AESofF g}, o]F KWICE ©o|&5to] & & dHiojo] AA| ojnjet Y 7|53 &t
st HlE 2ol & ddo] o] &2 BrdtA sfAsts ZAIE EY 4 Atk Al AR E5olA = Folol 2 AA ==
begin®}t starte] RI1%E, o] W 2% 712 E vH|uE 4 Ut} F dolo &85 7 HMstaL, KWIC g2t
AojE AT H, FHExs HolE to-FHAL SHA & A To= EFRE o] a2 APdolA ojm]7t
FAHA AAIE Tol= 2, o] 9 ERF AF wAlo| ek AR Pl Bt 4 Ao Hol Eoh BE
Z5olA+= AntConce] B, IH A0 i 0t £ EF 5, OAEAF L& o7, HHEHA A of 7, <o
9] D G735 SR E 7| S5l of gttt o] 2|3t Al sheA AN A 4bE Sk o] A2 @0, Ao A EA 9]
A, A=l i3 9 s A o] gHAE A ol slist =& et

dll
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#31= Brown Corpus®| 75 HiZa 2y ¥, 2 A+ 43, & 7Hx% &7A1E A EstaL, AntConc
4.4.25 Z-8&3 w5 B35 AQtsilnh 4 & 23, Brown Corpus®] A|£21Q1 71| & ©5] 27]2] 278 212
FEAghs A 9doluk oF 1007t Tojehs Rovt A gttt Bk $23% 7Hxe 27 7Ie AR
T/gol EstAl B7E o] AL, T& FuATL FAT B E2 AFTF=H A Altjof] k2 Qo] HstE

QA sHlche o Atk thiE A5 Brown Corpus’t 2% B34, 2 5AHSH 272 A=, #A1H
Ho] gl cho] Hl= F&3 o] 2 g A7 A0 E82 4 &2 2ol Foh SAlof o] & A= ZHAY]
Rt 344 #AE s wf 2tz A7), A=, 23 ¥l 2 4 22 7 1siof vk 358
FoAL, FuAoA] Eeld

o o

HHEA neS ATt £ 5o v wsigtoz 7Y )50 4AHS F
SEIAE AR JQATAZ A s A= ot Ht

Brown Corpust &t t]=r gojo] d¥byQl A& Ko &= 2k57} ofyel, 1961 vl=r HY Eol&
7155 gAY 7)E ATAR &85t Zlo] HAsith weta AFAHE A Aol wet Brown Corpus®)
AedS Wt ARSSE R HAje] 2US FAF o= Busof gt Aol o], Lo} T gAY Bl &
Aete s Aeolle s AFE F9S whgdshe o2 IHAS 37 Z-gafof St w82 ZHolA] Brown
Corpus FE7F AU A 32 ¢F11 2 F B AN 0 &2 A gE]of Qlo] shaabrt AN At 21 HESH
s Ade] @75 Elst]ol f-85tth AntConcs &85t 2 24, 2|9 vl 9 fojo] 242 Rz} Qlof
AHE-C] A Q] 7o) o et B B AAIGE A 2AoA 4HEE A& olsistA gtot. o] 2§k HollA]
Brown Corpuse ¥719] <lo] Atgo] HF=2] i1, vl FoA Aol Aot A 7Hedt 24 dAs
7texe ged- s 2t o s AL E8d 4 Qloh
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